IMPRESS  recommended content of a referral letter for chronic respiratory disease


RESPIRATORY REFERRAL


Date of referral








Sent by Choose&Book/post/fax

Practice Headed Paper

Patient UBRN

Dear Doc/Nurse/Team

Thankyou for seeing AN Other

DoB

Address

Telephone

NHS number

Subject header? Cough, weight loss, etc

Mail-merged info:

Current/recent medications

Known drug allergies

Smoking status (current, past, type, pack-years)

History:

Description of recent symptoms leading to decision to refer

(preferably chronological)

Significant past medical history

Other significant current or past diagnoses

Clinical examination:

Respiratory

Cardiovascular

Non-pulmonary

Differential diagnoses considered to date

Investigations carried out to date, with results (attachments or data included)

CXR in last 6 months, with report

Spirometry (+/- reversibility) in last 6 months, with report

I am referring to you because …


Diagnostic uncertainty


Management difficulties


Failure to respond to usual treatments


Further investigations may be indicated


Severe disease


Oxygen assessment


Pulmonary rehabilitation assessment

Please feel free to contact me if more information is required

Many thanks,

Doc/Nurse/Team


